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 On March 22, 2014 a devastating landslide wiped out the 
Steelhead Drive community of Oso, Washington, and 
taking the lives of 43 victims. 

  To commemorate one year since the event, a 
Remembrance Day ceremony was planned with the 
following objectives: 
 Provide remembrance for the families, community, 

volunteers, and first responders in a thoughtful, solemn and 
respectful manner. 

 Facilitate a safe event by coordinating the actions of multiple 
partners and stakeholders. 

 Ensure timely and accurate dissemination of information. 
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 Washington State Patrol 

 Washington State Department of Transportation 

 Washington State Department of Fish & Wildlife 

 Snohomish County Department of Emergency 
Management 

 Northwest Incident Management Team 

 Snohomish County Sheriff ’s Office 

 Snohomish County Public Works 

 



 Families of the victims 

 Public (Responders) 

 Dignitaries 

 Honor Guard, Drummers and Bagpipers 

 Media 



 WSP to close a 3-mile section of SR 530 from 0900 to 
1200. 

 Families want alone time at the slide site prior to the 
ceremony. 

 Separate parking, transportation and staging areas 
required for the different attendee groups. 

 These facilities located on an approximately 15 mile 
section of SR 530 both east and west of the closure. 

 







 17 Arlington School District Buses 
 9 at Oso Mill (Public) 

 3 at Rhodes River Ranch (Families) 

 2 at Oso Fire Station (Honor Guard, Drums & Pipes) 

 3 at Fortson Mill (Families) 

 5 Darrington School District Buses at Rodeo Parking 

 4 Vans (Dignitaries & Media) 

 2 Para transit (One at each soft closure) 

 6 Gators (2 each at the soft closures and Steelhead Dr) 









 Each lot had a Parking Manager with additional 
volunteers to help park vehicles. 

 Each staging area had a volunteer 

 Each Bus had a Marshall 

 Bus Czars located at C-Post Road/Whitehorse Trail 

 Parking Managers, staging area volunteers, Bus 
Marshalls and Bus Czars had 800 MHz radios. 

 

 















 Yes, but not without a few snags that required some 
fast thinking. 

 Bus 17 

 Bus 4 

 Intercepted buses 

 The media 

 My Co Bus Czar 

 









“Hello,  

I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your work over the past weeks that 
made yesterday’s SR530 Landslide One Year Remembrance possible.  You all worked tirelessly on an 
event that changed course multiple times during the planning phase.  Thank you all for your patience 
with the process and with me as we worked through the challenges.  As a team coming from different 
backgrounds and disciplines your work honored those 43 who lost their lives, the survivors, their 
families and the residents. 

 

Yesterday all of your planning provided an event that went smoothly without any major issues.  As items 
arose the needs were met quickly and completely.  I received comments from Families, Elected Officials, 
Responders, and the public in appreciation for a very moving, loving, honoring and professional 
remembrance.  

  

I am honored to have had this opportunity to work with you all.  

  

Thank You again, 

Steve Mason 

Operations Section Chief 

NWIMT” 

 



“On behalf of the families... THANK YOU.  It all went as planned.  If there 
were any snafus or issues, you all did a wonderful job making sure they 
were taken care of before anyone knew about it.  The two uncontrollable 
factors were the amount of attendees and the weather.  We didn't quite 
see 2000 people but the ones that were there were the ones that wanted 
and needed to be there.  The weather?  Who knew it'd be windy and 
chilly?  No one.  But hey... someone made the call and nearly a hundred 
hospital blankets were suddenly issued to keep people warm.  Hand 
warmers appeared out of nowhere.  Warm coffee was there when it was 
needed.  The walled tents kept the cold breeze out.  The buses with heat 
in them were on scene without anyone getting upset.  AMAZING.  
Simply amazing. Even the families that were upset during the planning 
process apologized several times to me and Tim.  The family lantern 
lighting ceremony was awesome as well... with a fantastic  turnout.  I 
found words to write this email... but words alone do not do justice for 
what each and everyone of you did for this.  You all deserve so much 
more than what I can say or do.  Each one of you are welcome to my fire 
anytime... “  Dayn Brunner 

 



OSO STRONG 
 

OSO PROUD 



THANK YOU 


