ITE Western District 2012 Annual Meeting

June 24-27, 2012 – Santa Barbara, California


Title:
Safety Lessons Learned in California Communities from Free Technical Assistance Programs
Session #:
7D (San Miguel Room)
Schedule:
June 26, Tuesday
1:30 – 3:00 PM (90 minutes)

Topic Area:
Track Three – Bicycles, Pedestrians, Transit, Rail & Safety

Non-Motorized Transportation

Safety Analysis and Evaluations (all modes)

Moderator:
Eduardo C. Serafin, PE, AICP
Technical Program Manager
UC Berkeley ITS Tech Transfer
109 McLaughlin Hall, Berkeley, CA 94720-1720
Office: (510) 643-8674 or Cell: (510) 375-3997 

eduardo.serafin@berkeley.edu 
Speakers:

· Nazir Lalani, PE
Transportation Consultant
Traffex Engineers Inc.
· Matt Benjamin
Associate
Fehr & Peers
· Swati Pande
Research Associate
SafeTREC, UC Berkeley
· David Cohen
Safety Specialist
FHWA California Division

Session Summary:
Presented by a panel of safety experts, this presentation will feature the benefits and lessons learned from the free technical assistance programs in traffic safety and pedestrian safety available in California funded by the California Office Traffic Safety (OTS) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).  In this age of dwindling budgets and increasing unfunded mandates, these free technical assistance programs have become vital, if not critical, in the effort of local agencies in California to make their communities safer for all travelers, most especially for pedestrians.  Making communities safer for all pedestrians is a hallmark of sustainability and achieving a better quality of life for California communities.
The free technical assistance programs to be featured include the OTS-funded Traffic Safety Evaluation, Pedestrian Safety Assessment, and Community Pedestrian Safety Training.  Also featured are the FHWA initiatives for Pedestrian Safety Action Plan and the updated Focused Approach to Safety.  Depending on the needs and priorities of local communities, these free technical assistance programs could be tailored and focused on the critical safety issues on the ground for near-term benefit, as well as on comprehensive policy issues geared towards enhancing safety for the long term.  They often complement each other, as they may occur sequentially in communities.  Our technical panel of safety experts will share what they have learned from the field—lessons that could be valuable to local communities throughout California, and beyond.

Detailed Description: 
OTS Traffic Safety Evaluation (TSE):  Offered by Tech Transfer, the primary objective of a TSE is to improve traffic safety in a city or county.  Improved local enforcement and engineering practices and programs can reduce traffic collisions that cause injury, death, and property damage.  TSE evaluators review a city or county's traffic safety conditions, programs, and needs, and suggest new strategies to improve local traffic safety.  Nazir Lalani, a long-time TSE evaluator, will share key lessons learned from the 13 years of this program’s history.
OTS Pedestrian Safety Assessment (PSA):  Offered by Tech Transfer, the primary objectives of a PSA are to: 1) improve pedestrian safety in a city or county, 2) create safe, comfortable, accessible, welcoming environments for pedestrians, and 3) enhance the walkability and economic vitality of local districts.  PSA evaluators review a city or county's pedestrian safety conditions, programs, and needs, and suggest new strategies to improve pedestrian safety.  Matt Benjamin of Fehr & Peers, one of the safety evaluators of the PSA program, will highlight the lessons learned from the last four (4) years of this program.
OTS Community Pedestrian Safety Training (CPST):  Offered by SafeTREC, the purpose of the CPST is to help make it safer and more pleasant to walk in one’s communities.  The half-day training is for local neighborhood citizens and safety advocates concerned about pedestrian safety and wanting to identify strategies for improving it.  Each training is tailored to a particular community and is especially geared toward community members and pedestrian safety advocates.  Elected officials and transportation professionals from the community often attend and present, providing opportunities for residents to discuss safety needs directly with experts.  Swati Pande of SafeTREC at UC Berkeley will summarize what’s been learned from the three (3) years of the CPST program.
FHWA Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (PSAP) Template:  With the cooperation of academic and state agency partners, the FHWA has created a valuable template that provides local agencies with a simple tool for creating a PSAP with few resources.  The template takes local staff through a guided process to identify, assess, and guide the development of pedestrian safety policies and practices.  The goals of a PSAP template are to improve safety, encourage walking, and create a great community.  David Cohen of the FHWA CA Division will summarize the lessons learned from six (6) years of the PSAP implementation in California. 
FHWA Focused Approach to Safety:  The FHWA has developed this updated approach in order to better address the most critical safety challenges by devoting additional attention to high-priority States.  The purpose of the Focused Approach is to further decrease the number of fatalities and serious injuries on the Nation’s highways through a more targeted delivery of technical assistance and resources, with an eye towards low-cost, comprehensive, systematic safety solutions.  The Focused Approach to Safety is linked to the FHWA’s Livability Initiative, and this session will show how pedestrian safety activities highlight the Federal program interrelationships between safety and livability.  David Cohen of the FHWA CA Division will highlight how this focused approach will promote pedestrian safety in California, specifically for the Focus Cities of Los Angeles, San Francisco, San Diego, and Stockton, over the next few years.  
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