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Letter from the President  

Built in 1962-3 and opened on August 28, 

1963, the Evergreen Point Floating Bridge 

supports SR 520 across Lake Washington, 

connecting Seattle and 

the Eastside communi-

ties.  The 520 bridge 

opened as a toll bridge 

and tolls were collect-

ed until 1979.  The 

photo on the next 

page is from 1962 dur-

ing the construction of 

the floating bridge.   

Do you remember keeping a quarter and a 

dime at the ready for the toll?  I certainly 

do!  Guess I didnõt use it enough to war-

rant buying the ticket books.  It was an 

amazing treat for the toll to be reduced, as 

the target revenue collected value was in 

sight.  For a time, I think, the toll was re-

duced for carpools (ten cents) and then 

(Continued on page 2) 
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This Month: Tolling on SR 520  

The Washington State Section of ITE is pleased to announce that Patty 

Rubstello, Director of Toll Systems Development & Engineering, for the 

Washington State Department of Transportation will be our March 

speaker.  Patty was the Project Manager on the Stateõs first High Occu-

pancy Toll (HOT) Lanes on SR 167 and is currently the Project Director 

for the Lake Washington Urban Partnership Program. Patty has been 

with the department for over 20 years and has worked in the areas of 

construction, design, traffic operations and tolling. 

This spring, the Washington State Department of Transportation will 

begin tolling on SR 520. On Tuesday, March 8, Ms. Rubstello will brief 

the Institute of Transportation Engineers on the proposed schedule and 

operations for SR 520 tolling. Ms. Rubstello will address questions like: 

Why and where is tolling being used across the state? What is the plan 

for the new SR 520 bridge? How will tolling work on the SR 520 bridge? 

How will WSDOT monitor potential diversion in the surrounding area 

once tolling begins?  The presentation will also cover: 

 - the proposed schedule and operations of 520 tolling 

 - how this project fits into the longer term plan 

 - how the contracting related to tolling has been organized 

 - how the operations are expected to impact adjacent or nearby facili-

ties such as I-90 

 - the interrelationship of toll rates, operations, and revenue distribution 
 

W HEN  Tuesday, March 8th, 2011, 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM 

VENUE  South Bellevue Community Center, Meeting room A 

14509 SE Newport Way 

Bellevue, WA 98006 

COST  $20 ITE Members, $25 Non-Members, $5 Students 

MENU  Ingallinaõs Lunch Boxes; please select one of the following: 

 

RSVP By Noon on Monday, March 7th, please e-mail Carla Nasr at: 

 itewaregister@gmail.com 

Please include company name, address, phone number & 

names of attendees; note that you will receive an invoice from 

ITE if you RSVP but are unable to attend. 

1. Smoked Turkey & Havarti 4. Albacore & Dill Pickle 

2. Chicken Club 5. Cuban Steak Sandwich 

3. Roasted Vegetables w/Mozzarella 

   Cheese & Pesto Mayo on Focaccia 

6. Italian Submarine 

mailto:itewaregister@gmail.com?subject=ITE%20Meeting%20RSVP
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reduced for all vehicles to ten cents.  The bonds were paid off over a 16 year 

period ð Wow!  

So, here we are, on the verge of a new phase of tolling on the 520 bridge.  Weõll 

hear more about the upcoming tolls on SR 520 from Ms. Patty Rubstello at the 

March 8th meeting in Bellevue.  Check out the meeting notice and plan to at-

tend! 

Quad Section Meeting ð April 18 -19! Planning continues for the April 18-19 

Quad Section Meeting in Lynnwood.  The planning committee is building the 

program and we have three tours scheduled for Tuesday afternoon.  Weõre 

looking forward to this sharing of technology, regional perspectives and projects 

among the four Sections and Chapters ð it will be a great way to continue your 

learning this year.  Weõre teaming with ITS Washington for two sessions.  We 

welcome the two candidates for International Vice-President ð Zaki Mustafa and 

Ray Davis ð as they continue along their campaign trails.  Make sure you take 

this opportunity to meet them ð and get to know our leaders! 

Thanks to the many Vendors who made the ITE/IMSA Joint meeting such a success this year!  We had a great turnout 

and Iõm confident that there was a lot of learning going on throughout the day.  Itõs an excellent venue to meet the sup-

pliers and ask all sorts of questions as well as hear about projects and programs in our Section.  Kudos go out to Law-

rence Guan for chairing and coordinating such a great meeting! 

Keep in touch and drop us a line to let us know what youõre thinking.  Just remember  ITEWAxxx@gmail.com  and 

replace xxx with president, treasurer, register and webmaster for the four roles.    

itewapresident@gmail.com will reach me, 

Katherine Casseday 

itewatreasurer@gmail.com will reach Kevin 

Chang, VP/Treasurer 

itewaregister@gmail.com  will reach Carla 

Nasr, Hospitality Chair 

itewawebmaster@gmail.com  will reach Rory 

Cameron, Webmaster 

 

Happy and Safe Trails!  

 

Katherine Casseday 

President, ITE Washington Section 

itewapresident@gmail.com 

 

Washington ITE Focus for 2010 -2011: 

¶ Safer Roads 

¶ Sustainable Projects 

¶ Accommodation & Accessibility for All 

(Continued from page 1) 

Construction of SR 520 floating bridge, 1962. 

mailto:ITEWAxxx@gmail.com
mailto:itewapresident@gmail.com
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Simulation Roundtable Steering Committee Announcement  

The Washington Traffic Simulation Roundtable, an ITE Washington Technical Committee, is currently seeking appli-

cants to serve on its Steering Committee. We are looking for applicants that have an interest and some experience in 

using, reviewing, or managing traffic simulation modeling applications to help advance the state of the practice of traffic 

simulation in Washington state.   

Individuals from public agencies, consulting firms, and academic institutions are encouraged to apply.  If interested, 

please submit a short letter (no more than one page) that indicates your interest in serving on the Steering Committee 

along with a brief description of your experience with traffic simulation.  Letters shall be sent electronically to Kathe-

rine Casseday at itewapresident@gmail.com and will be accepted until March 31, 2011. 

The goals of the Washington Traffic Simulation Roundtable are to promote sound and consistent analytical practices, 

promote the appropriate usage of traffic simulation, reduce the risks associated with traffic simulation, and improve 

the trust of traffic simulation. For more information about the Traffic Simulation Roundtable, please visit 

www.trafficsimulation-wa.com or contact Tony Woody (tony.woody@ch2m.com) or James Colyar 

(james.colyar@dot.gov) for questions. 

Meeting Announcement  

The Washington Traffic Simulation Roundtable Group, an ITE Washington Technical Committee, will be hosting its 

next meeting at the University of Washington in Seattle.  This is rescheduled from the original February 24th meeting 

date that was canceled due to snow. 

Here are the meeting details: 

When:  Monday, March 14, 2010, 10:00 am to 12 pm. 

Where:  U-Tower at 45th and Brooklyn, Seattle, WA (Old Safeco Building),  22nd Floor, Ravenna Room (NE corner of 

building) 

Parking:  On street metered for two hours, metered guest parking 

  

Agenda: 

- Introduction & Announcements  

- Modeling Ferry Terminals with Simulation:   The Port Townsend and Mukilteo Case Studies ð Terry 

Yuen &  Monica Joyce, CH2M HILL 

- An Overview of Inrix Data Sources  ð Ted Trepanier, Inrix 

- Simulation Roundtable Update  ð Tony Woody, co-chair 

  

Please RSVP to Tony Woody (tony.woody@CH2M.com).  

 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact James Colyar at james.colyar@dot.gov or (360) 753-9408 or Tony 

Woody at tony.woody@CH2M.com or (425) 453-5000. 

Washington Traffic Simulation Roundtable Notices  

mailto:itewapresident@gmail.com
http://www.trafficsimulation-wa.com/
mailto:tony.woody@ch2m.com
mailto:james.colyar@dot.gov
mailto:tony.woody@CH2M.com
mailto:james.colyar@dot.gov
mailto:tony.woody@CH2M.com
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 Featured Technical Article 
Do you have an interesting technical topic, idea, or project to share?  If you do, the Technical Report Committee 

wants to hear from you!  Please contact Dongho Chang at <DChang@ci.everett.wa.us> for more information. 

Electronic Tolling is Coming to the SR 520 Bridge ð Are You Ready?   
By Patty Rubstello, Washington State Department of Transportation 

This spring, all-electronic tolling will begin on the SR 520 Bridge to help pay for the construction of a new, safer bridge.  

Good To Go! electronic tolling uses technology to keep traffic moving with no toll booths, no stopping, and no slowing 

down.   

Hereõs where to get a Good to Go! pass before tolling begins:  

¶ Online : For more information on how to sign up for a Good to Go! account and buy a Pass, visit 

www.GoodtoGo520.org 

¶ By Phone: 1-866-936-8246 

¶ In Person ð 

o Participating Safeway Stores 

o Customer Service Center location near you:  

- University District ð Seattle (4554 9th Ave NE, Suite 100, Seattle, WA 98105); 

- Bellevue (13107 NE 20th Street, Suite 4, Bellevue, WA 98005);  

- Gig Harbor (3212 50th Street Court, NW, Suite 200, Gig Harbor, WA 98335) 

Customers can set up prepaid accounts linked to a Good To Go! Pass that is installed in your vehicle or linked to your 

license plate.  Automatic replenishment allows you to never have to worry about running low in your account.  Simply 

link a bank account or credit card to the account and your Good To Go! account is automatically replenished when you 

run low.   

As you drive under electronic sensors on the east high rise of the 520 

bridge, the toll will be automatically deducted from your prepaid account.  

If the driver does not have a prepaid account, a photo will be taken of the 

vehicleõs license plate, and a bill will be sent in the mail to the vehicleõs reg-

istered owner.  

In January, the Washington State Transportation Commission made its final 

recommendations for SR 520 Bridge toll rates, but the Legislature will need 

to take action during its current session to finalize the proposed rates. The 

Commission recommended tolls that vary by the time of day and the day of 

the week to encourage driving during less-congested periods.  

Travel is expected to be free during overnight hours; the toll rate for Good 

To Go! accounts for weekends ranges from $1.10 to $2.20; weekday tolls 

during off-peak hours would range from $1.60 to $2.80; and tolls for week-

day mornings and afternoon peak periods would be $3.50.  

Contact Us  

¶ Website: www.goodtogo520.org 

¶ Email: goodtogotolling@wsdot.wa.gov 

¶ Leave us a message at: 1-888-G2G-WSDOT (1-888-424-9736).  A customer service representative will return 

your call as soon as possible. 

mailto:DChang@ci.everett.wa.us
http://www.GoodtoGo520.org
http://www.goodtogo520.org
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/goodtogo/goodtogotolling@wsdot.wa.gov
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February ITE/IMSA Luncheon Meeting (2/14/11)  

Always a well attended event, the annual ITE/IMSA joint conference and Vendor Exhibition allows the oppor-

tunity for cross networking between those involved in planning and design to those that construct and main-

tain our transportation systems along with specialists that supply the nec-

essary tools and materials.  The event hosted at Seatac Double Tree 

gathered about 104 registered for the luncheon meeting, 36 registered 

vendors, and many others that took advantage of the free technical ses-

sions and vendor training.  In parallel, IMSA held several meetings in the 

morning along with ITS Washingtonõs board meeting mid-day. 

After members finished their delicious course of Ginger Seasoned Salmon with Lemon Riviera, Lawrence 

Guan (Parsons Brinckerhoff) began the luncheon meeting and immediately thanked the vendors for their at-

tendance.  Mr. Guan continued his appreciation for the moderators and speakers for the sessions and invited 

Katherine Casseday, ITE Washington section president, to announce upcoming events.  Of special note was 

the upcoming Quad Conference in April that would be hosted locally at the Embassy Suites in Lynnwood. 

Ms. Casseday then invited Fred Housman (City of Seattle), IMSA Northwest Delegate, to provide announce-

ments on behalf of IMSA.  Mr. Housman clarified his IMSA title and introduced Ray Krenik (City of Great 

Falls), NW IMSA president.  This yearõs International IMSA conference will be hosted locally in Bellevue.  

This is especially exciting since the last time Washington hosted was in Spokane in 1994.  Mr. Housman em-

phasized the magnitude of vendor participation would be twice that of todayõs event and there would also be 

certification training and testing.  For more information and membership application, please check 

www.imsasafety.org. 

Mr. Guan returned to the microphone and invited vendors to come forward with self introductions and offer 

descriptions of their products.  After a brief moment of silence, however, he rolled into drawing tickets for 

very special prizes donated by vendors.  

After all the prizes had been raffled off, the meeting was adjourned as members checked their schedules for 

the afternoon technical session and vendor training.  In addition, the vendor displays would still be open for 

information on the latest technologies available to meet the demands of transportation systems.  

 

Scribe Report 

By Paul Cho,  City of Redmond 


