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Brief Timeline
Å 1857 ïAppropriation for Mullan Road connecting Ft Benton (MT) to Ft Walla Walla 

(Washington)

ï Cost $230,000 for 624 miles of wagon road (100 bridges/crossings) 6 years of 

construction

Å 1864 ïTerritory of Montana created

Å 1864 ïBozeman Trail opened (connecting Ft Kearney Wyoming to Virginia City MT, 967 

miles)

Å 1883 ïNorthern Pacific railroad reaches MT (first rail in state)

Å 1912 ïYellowstone Trail (connecting Twin Cities to Seattle -800 miles-) started (completed 

in 1914)

Å 1915 ïYellowstone Park open to cars

Å 1921 ïFirst gas tax ($.01/gallon)

Å 1933 ïCivilian Conservation Corps ïfunds for farm to market roads

Å 1945 ïNational system for Interstate Highways

Å 1952 ï1st federal fund for interstate system projects

Å 1955 ïState Highway commission to designate controlled access highways for interstate 

highways

Å 1995 ïñReasonable and prudentò speed limit went into affect on highways

ï Ended in 1999 due to threat of cutting of federal funding
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Montana Statistics

Å69,567 miles of public roads

ï1191 miles of Interstate Highway

Å4979 roadway bridges

Å118 public airports

Å998,800 registered motor vehicles
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Modes of Transportation

Å34 cities offer public transit

ï4 intercity bus lines 

Å3 operating ferries on Missouri

ïVirgelle, Carter, & McLelland
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Going to the Sun Highway
Å 52 miles of road 

Å Work began April 1, 1926

Å Excavation averaged about 40,000 cy per mile

Å Completed October 17, 1932

Å Consisted of tunnels, bridges, culverts, and masonry retaining walls

Å The total cost of the project, including all expenses, was 

$4,250,000 or about $81,730/mile

Å Opened July 15, 1933

Å Over 2 million people/year use the highway
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US-93 Corridor
Å Purpose: to allow traffic using Highway 93 to bypass 

the city of Kalispell

Å Alternatives were discussed and environmental 

studies done as early as 1992

Å Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was 

completed in 2006

ï12ô-14ô high walls in some areas to prevent noise

Å Construction began in 2007 with the Reserve Loop 

section

Å Very long Process because of some resistance within 

the community

Å Construction will hopefully be complete in 2011
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http://www.kalispellbypass.com/pdfs/mp1.pdf


Beartooth Highway

Å Opened in 1936

Å Pass through Beartooth Mountains

Å Connects Red Lodge to Yellowstone National Park

Å Highest roadway in Rockies (MT: 10,350 ft)

Å May 2005 Mudslides destroyed 13 sections of roadway

Å Reconstruction and reopening  in October 2005

ï Two weeks ahead of schedule and $6 million under budget
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