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Russell Street Corridor, Missoula, Montana

1.5 Mile -long Study Area

» 1 of 5 Bridge Crossings for
Community of Missoula

»  2/3 lane cross section

»  ADT volumes of 25,000 (north
end) to 20,000 (south end)

» Important route for bicycle .
commuters WA R

»  Earmark secured for initial L=

funding of project
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Russell Street/3 ' Street Project Evolution

KEY DATES

?
?

1957 1 Construction of Russell Street Bridge

1996 T Missoula Transportation Plan Update officially
identifies need to address Russell Corridor

1998 1 Missoula Urban Comprehensive Plan updated to
Include Russell Corridor

1999 i South 3 " Corridor improvements initiated

2000 7 Projects combined, Consultant selected for EIS
I Projected design year volumes for 2025

2004 1 Contract expires
2006 17 New consultant contracted to complete EIS

2008 - DEIS completed, ROD anticipated in late 2010
I Design year volumes for 2035




Purpose and Need Statement

» The purpose of this proposed project is to provide
substantive safety and mobility improvements for all
modes of travel in the Russell Street and South 3rd
Street corridors.

T All modes include motorized vehicles

» The need for improvements in these two corridors is
based on a lack of future system capacity and lack of
sidewalk continuity.
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Scoping the Project T Technical considerations

» Initial project alternatives for Russell Street and South 3rd
Street were developed based on:

I forecast travel demand and congestion levels (design year 2025),

I bike/pedestrian corridor travel and crossing safety,

I issues raised in the public involvement process,

I and efforts to avoid known physical constraints within the corridors.

» Initial configuration of intersections along Russell and South
3" included Roundabouts

I Roundabouts later eliminated due to design year traffic volume
projections for both routes and impacts to 4F properties along Russell
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Public Reaction

»  Throughout the public involvement process, participants
expressed a desire that improvements in the Russell Street
and South 3rd Street corridors include:

I bicycle facilities, sidewalks, bus turnouts,
I curbs and gutters for stormwater management,
I river trail system access to the roadway,
I illumination, landscaping, and pedestrian crossing facilities.
I And, roundabouts gained a high level of support.
» Further, there is a desire to keep the number of travel lanes

to a minimum to reduce crossing distances, free -flow
speeds, urbanization of neighborhoods.

» Reaction by Public to final configuration was not favorable.

»  City Council responded to public concerns by pursuing an
iIndependent review.




Why Update?

» Update travel demand model to current design year

» Public opposition to DEIS
I One advocacy group formed specifically to fight
I Bike and pedestrian groups uneasy with DEIS configuration
I Opinion that safety not sufficiently quantified as part of decision
process
»  City Council responsibility to represent public

» Goal of the update to independently evaluate corridor

I Detailed vehicular operations
- Synchro
- VISSIM
I Include multimodal and safety performance measures
- Multimodal Level -of-Service (NCHRP 3 -70)
- Highway Safety Manual, Chapter 12
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Existing Crash Conditions
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