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Introducing Roundabouts into a New 
Community Can Be Trying, But Extremely 

Rewarding

ÁAre you prepared for the opponents?

ÁCan you handle criticism? Can you keep 

your ócoolô?

ÁDo you have an adequate knowledge base 

on roundaboutsïi.e. are you prepared to 

educate or do you need outside help?

http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Emotions/free-clipart1.shtml


Prepare Yourself!é.Is a Roundabout the Right 
Choice?...is it defendable?

ïSafety ïdoes it mitigate or introduce safety concerns?

ïTraffic Operations ïmeet capacity requirements?

ïTraffic Patterns ïproximity to business, signal, other?

ïMaintenance ïsnow, landscaping, road, appurtenancesé maintains?

ïEmergency Services ïresponse time, negotiation, traffic control?

ïPrivate Access ïhelp or hinder?

ïConstructability - construction impacts; acceptable disruption?

- Pedestrians and Bicycles ïcan they be adequately served?

ïRight-of-way ïHow much available? Is it possible?

ïEconomic Impacts ïWill business/residents benefit or lose out?

ïEnvironmental Impacts ïcultural, environmental, socio-economic, etc.?

ïLocal Plans Conformance ïwill roundabout achieve community goals?



Okay, itôs the right choice, now what?

ÅStart with the Basics ïEducate!...agency(s) first.

ÅStudy the Site in More Detail

ÅDevelop the Concept

ÅShow Concept!

ÅGet óBackingô of local agency(s)

ÅContinue to Educateé Be a Leader!

ÅOpen Door!



The Basics ïA Typical 4-way Intersection



Slight Circular Adjustment



ROUNDABOUT BASICS

ïSafety

ïRoundabouts can be justified where there are special safety or access needs identified 

ïReduction in speeds and yield produce smooth, steady flow

ïCongestion and delay is reduced

ïAccess benefits

ïBetter traffic operations, traffic calming

ïOften lower cost and less ROW needed

ïRoundabouts allow legal and safe u-turns

ïAesthetic opportunities

ïLong term cost savings ïlower maintenance

ïAt high volume intersections, the roundabouts occupy far less space than the signalized 
equivalent intersection.

ïAccesses can be located closer to roundabout intersection

ïBenefits typically outweigh the risks

ïGrow thick skin if youôre going to be a roundabout advocateéé



Roundabout Safety Benefits

üFewer accidents

ïReduced driver decisions

ïReduced conflict points

ïReduction in speeds

üLower accident severity

ïLower speeds



Show them Why - Fewer Conflict Points

A four-leg, single-lane roundabout

has 75% fewer vehicle conflict points

Compared to a conventional 

intersection



Roundabouts  have very specific design characteristics/parameters
Travel speeds are typically <30mph

Entering vehicles yield to circulating traffic

Center island often landscaped & non-traversable



Example - Single lane
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Intersection Comparison


